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March 22, 2004
Mr. Vemmon A. Williams
Secretary
Surface Transportation Board

1925 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20423-0001

Re:  Surface Transportation Board Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 400X); The Burlington
Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company Abandonment befween Franklin and
Red Cloud, in Franklin and Webster Counties, Nebraska

Dear Secretary Williams:

Please reference Charles Montange’s letter to the Board, dated March 18, 2004, regarding the
above-referenced abandonment. Mr. Montange is representing the Nebraska Trails Foundation,
Inc. ("NTF") in railbanking negotiations with BNSF with respect to this abandoned line.

On April 3, 2003, the Board issued a decision in. the above-referenced proceeding irnposing a
nofice of interim trail use/rail banking (“NITU”) condition. The Board imposed a deadline of
October 1, 2003 on the NFTU. Due to ongoing negotiations with NTF, BNSF requested an
extension of the NITU for an additional 180 days. On September 29, 2003, the STB extended the
NITU negotiating period to March 28, 2004. To date, NTF and BNSF are still in ongoing
negotiations. BNSF concurs with NTF's request for an additional 180 day extension from the
March 28, 2004 deadline (until Sepiember 24, 2004).

Sincegely,

Sarah Whitley Bailiff
SWB/js
cc: Charles Montange (for Nebraska Trails Foundation, Inc.)

Ross Greathouse (for Nebraska Trails Foundation, Inc.)
Richard Batie
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The Burlingtop Northern and Santa Fe Railway
Legal Assistars 2500 Lou Menk Drive

P. O.Box 561039
Feet Worth, TX 76161-0039

JOHN A. SIMS
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Fax: 812/352-2397
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ADDRESS: ST
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FROM: __ JOHN A SIMS

TELEPHONE NUMBER: (817) 352-2376

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:

IF YOU RECEIVED THIS MATERIAL IN ERROR
PLEASE CALL (817) 352-2376 :
EQUIPMENT USED FOR TRANSMITTING — LANIER FAX 7550
TELECOPIER NO. (817) 352-2397

IMPORTANT:  This message is intended for the use of the addressec and may contain
information that is privileged, confidential, and exempt from disclosure under applicable
law. Therefore, if you are not the intended recipient, please notify us immediately by telephone

for instructions for the return of the message to us at the above address via the United States
Postal service. Thank you. '
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